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by the Prince, In order to pacify the jealousy which
the Serb peasantry and small farmers felt of the
professional class, it was provided that while members
of the latter could be nominated by the Prince, no
lawyer or official was eligible by the people. On
extraordinary occasions a " Great Assembly " of 480
persons, all chosen by the people, replaced the
ordinary legislature. The elections were open, and
therefore easily manipulated by the Government, and
it was found that the Assembly became the tool of
the Ministers. This is the constitution which was
restored by the coup d'etat of 1894, when the much
more Radical Reform Act of 1888 was abolished
by a stroke of the boy King Alexander's pen, and
remains in force to the present day.

Prince Milan came of age in 1872, and soon
showed his determination to govern in his own
way, Educated in Paris, the new ruler had acquired
decidedly Parisian tastes, but his abilities proved
considerably better than his character. He had a
strong will, but his love of pleasure, his reckless
extravagance, and his devotion to the gaming-table
ruined what might otherwise have been a successful
career. A man of fashion rather than a soldier, he
found himself compelled to support the agitation of
the Serb race against the Turks, and the insurrection
which broke out in the Herzegovina in 1875 dragged
him, however unwillingly, into war.

During the Regency the idea of a " Great ServJa,"
which should include all the scattered branches of
the Serb stock under one ruler, had been sedulously
cultivated, M. RIstic, the second Reeent and a